The Pregnancy Diagnostic Unit at Sheffield covers the Midlands, the north of England, and Wales, and 20,000 tests a year are performed by the Xenopus method. Patients are referred with threatened abortion, hydatidiform mole, abnormal implantations, tuberculosis, heart disease, mental disturbances, and such social problems as pregnancy in the unmarried mother. The Centre does not in theory cover normal pregnancies.
It requires a large colony of Xenopus laevis to maintain an output of even 50 tests a day. As many as 4,000 toads are necessary if they are to have adequate rest and good husbandry. Any marked increase in the demand for Hogben tests can mean negative results.
Xenopus laevis can be bred in captivity (Larkin, 1955) but this can be troublesome and uneconomic where large numbers are involved (Schwabacher and Elkan, 1953) . Toads for the Sheffield Unit are imported from South Africa and we are dependent on the suppliers both for adequate numbers and for satisfactory specimens. In 1954 the Unit had severely to restrict its output as a result of difficulties in obtaining toads ('Peterborough', 1954) and in 1958 tests had to be suspended owing to an epidemic of Streptococcus pyogenes A which almost destroyed the entire toad colony. Considerable benefit, therefore, would ensue from a procedure less dependent on a creature as temperamental in its outlook as it is difficult to obtain in regular quantities.
The haemagglutination inhibition test for pregnancy is based on the tanned red cell technique described by Boyden (1951) The haemagglutination inhibition and the Hogben test in pregnancy possibility of abortion, the output of hormone may be low (Hobson, 1953-54) . 
